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Art News 

Literary Arts 
Kids in Literary Arts have started off the year reading, 
imagining, reciting, acting, singing, and even doing a 
little bit of dancing! And we are having a BLAST do-
ing it! Each week, a different grade level spends about 
200 minutes learning how to turn a good story into a 
good play. A small play, that is. Of course, there isn’t 
enough time to do a major production, but by the end of 
the week, audiences are amazed at what our students 
can do! We can make a simple story come ALIVE by 
pretending to be the characters as they go on their many 
adventures. On Friday, we invite our teachers to come 
and watch us perform, and we invite Principal Mac and 
Mr. D sometimes, too. As a matter of fact, we will grab 
anyone who wants to be entertained for a few minutes! 
We are learning so many things about being good ac-
tors, but along the way, our reading skills are getting 
better every week. As we practice our lines in the plays, 
we noticed that our reading becomes more fluent and 
expressive. No more choppy, robotic readers in this 
class! 

Multimedia 
Abner Creek students are making magic happen in 
Multimedia! Second-grade students are writing their 
own fairy tales and will be creating 3-D pop-up books 
using Zooburst.com. Third graders worked hard on SC 
Regions brochures in Publisher and created Glogs for 
Native American tribes from SC. Next, they will be 
researching famous people from South Carolina and  
creating projects to show their learning. Fourth-grade 
students also studied Native American tribes by creat-
ing fake Facebook pages for different tribes. This was a 
huge hit! They also worked hard to create their own 
trading cards of famous explorers! Kindergarten and 
first grade will be getting their start in Multimedia soon 
with digital stories and  the “First-Grade Election.” All 
students are working hard and growing their technolo-
gy skills. Look out because Multimedia is a magical 
place this year! 

Spanish News 
It’s been very busy in Spanish class these first 9 weeks! 
In the 1st and 2nd grade classes, we’ve covered topics 
such as: greetings, numbers, school words, colors, and 
the calendar. First grade danced ‘La Macarena’ with 
the Spanish months of the year, have learned about 
Puerto Rico, and have learned songs to help them with 
their numbers and color words. Second grade played 
‘matamoscas’ with their classroom vocabulary words, 
learned about some of our Caribbean neighbors who 
speak Spanish, and are counting up to 100 en espanol! 
In the 3rd grade classes, they too have reviewed school 
words, learned about the Southern Cone of South 
America, and how to conjugate –ar verbs and use sub-
ject pronouns. In 4th grade, the students made a Mis 
Cosas Favoritas (My Favorite Things) poster and wrote 
and performed a dialogue in Spanish with a partner. 
Now, these students are learning about Summer Olym-
pic sports and went on a field trip to see Ballet Hispani-
co! The students have had opportunities to compare and 
express preferences, play charades with –ar verbs and 
sports vocabulary, and make projects in observance of 
Hispanic Heritage Month. Please encourage them to 
keep practicing. Check out Mrs. Gardner’s webpage for 
vocabulary lists, pronunciation guides, and websites to 
help the students have fun while learning! 

In art this nine weeks, all classes have made projects 
that related to their studies from the classroom as well 
as projects inspired by famous artists.  Kindergarten 
made a collage of a robot from the shapes they had 
made and studied. The first grade painted cows that 
they had drawn from geometric shapes. Second grade 
made three huge collage murals of urban, suburban, 
and rural communities. Third and fourth grades made 
relief maps. Third graders made relief maps of the re-
gions of South Carolina, while the fourth graders paint-
ed maps of the land bridge between Asia and North 
America. Now that it is fall, we have begun relating to 
Native Americans and pumpkins. I look forward to 
continuing the integration of classroom studies and to 
introducing more works by famous artists. 
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Gator Fitness Center 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

Discover the Magic of Reading Aloud! 
5 Tips for Promoting Reading at Home 

 
Tip 1—Talk to your child 
Oral language is the foundation for reading. Listening and speaking are a child’s first introduction to the language, and talking and singing 
teach your child the sounds of language. Encouraging your child to talk makes it easier for him or her to learn how to read. 
 
Tip 2—Make reading fun! 
Reading aloud can be a lot of fun, not just for the child, but for all members of the family! Here are some ways to get the most out of read-
ing to your child: 
 - Read with expression and excitement! Try using different voices for different characters in the story, and use your child’s name 
instead of a character’s name.  
 - Re-read your child’s favorite stories as many times as your child wants to hear them, and choose books and authors that your 
child enjoys! Enjoying your child’s favorite story never gets old for them. 
 - Read stories that have repetitive parts and encourage them to join in. 
 - Subscribe to a magazine for your child. He or she will love receiving mail. 
 
Tip 3—Read every day! 
Children love routine, and reading is something that you and your child can look forward to every day. By taking the time to read with your 
child, you show him or her that reading is important and fun to do.  
 
Tip 4 – Talk About Books 
Talking about the books you read is just as important as reading aloud to your child.  Discussing a story or a book with your child helps him 
or her understand the information read and connect it to his/her own life experiences.  Talking about books also helps enrich your child’s 
vocabulary with new words and phrases.  Here are some ways to help your child acquire skills in comprehension, reasoning, and critical 
thinking: 

- Ask your child about the kinds of books he or she would like to read. 
- Encourage your child to ask questions and to comment on the story and pictures in a book – before, during, and after reading it. While 

reading, stop at several times and ask your child to predict what will happen next in the story. 
- Encourage your child to think critically about the story.  Does he or she agree or disagree with the author?  Why? 

 
Tip 5 – Listen To Your Child Read 
As your child learns to read, listen to him or her read aloud.  Reading to you gives your child a chance to practice and to improve his or her 
reading skills.  As you listen to your child, remember that your reactions are important.  Above all, listen without interrupting.  Be enthusi-
astic and praise your child as often as you can.  If possible, be specific with your praise so that your child knows what he or she is doing 
well.                       
(Excerpts from: Helping Your Child Learn to Read: A Parent’s Guide, Queen’s Printer Ontario. (2003) http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/earlyreading) 

We have had an exciting and active beginning of the 
year, here in the Gator Fitness Center. Kindergarten 
through second grade learned the foundations of physi-
cal education. Third grade just finished a Frisbee unit 
and fourth grade completed a football unit. Starting in 
November, K5-2nd will begin a throwing and catching 
unit and 3rd and 4th grade students will start a jump 
rope and dance unit. Please make sure that your child 
has on appropriate shoes and clothes for P.E. If your 
child ever needs to sit out due to health issues, please 
send a note. Check the P.E. website for more infor-
mation.  Thank you! 

Kindergarten students in Mrs. Link’s class loved partici-
pating in Walk to School Day as a part of PE class. 


